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Triple Victory for Maine’s Climate and Clean Energy Future 
Legislature enacts bills to increase renewable energy to 100% by 2050; reduce carbon pollution by 80% 

by 2050; and expand solar power for Maine people and businesses. 
  

Augusta, ME – Within 24 hours, three major bills to tackle climate change and build Maine’s clean 
energy economy have been enacted by the state legislature and are headed to Governor Mills’ desk for 
her signature. 

“This has been a groundbreaking legislative session for Maine’s environment and our clean energy 
future,” said Beth Ahearn, Director of Government Affairs. “We know Maine people support action on 
climate change and Maine’s governor and legislature are leading the way.” 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, Maine’s Legislature enacted three major policy initiatives to: increase 
renewable energy to 100% by 2050; reduce carbon pollution by 80% by 2050; and expand solar power 
for Maine people and businesses. Maine Conservation Voters mobilized thousands of people from 
across the state to urge their legislators to support climate action through phone calls, digital ads, in-
person lobbying, events, and online petitions. 

“Good environmental policy is good economic policy,” said Kathleen Meil, Director of Policy and 
Partnerships. “As we transform our energy sector away from harmful fossil fuels and toward a clean 
energy economy, we can bring economic benefits and jobs into local communities, improve our health, 
and allow the clean energy transition to take place affordably and reliably for consumers.” 

Maine Conservation Voters commissioned a poll earlier this year showing that over 70% of Maine 
people believe climate change is a serious problem for Maine and 69% support transitioning Maine to 
100% renewable energy by 2050.  

https://www.maineconservation.org/assets/reports/Maine-Climate-Poll.pdf


Maine Conservation Voters (MCV) cultivates and uses political power to conserve and protect Maine's 
environment. MCV helps pass laws that protect our environmental legacy, elects pro-environment 
candidates to office, and holds our elected officials accountable, without regard to political party. 

“This legislative session shows the power of people coming together to elect forward-thinking leaders 
who will act to protect Maine’s environment, tackle climate change, and build new economic 
opportunities for the state,” said Maureen Drouin, Executive Director. “We thank Governor Mills, House 
Speaker Gideon, Senate President Jackson, and legislators from both political parties who made action 
on climate change and clean energy a priority this year.”   

BACKGROUND ON BILLS ENACTED BY LEGISLATURE: 

● RENEWABLE ENERGY: LD 1494, An Act to Reform Maine’s Renewable Portfolio Standard, will 
modernize Maine’s Renewable Portfolio Standard and double the amount of renewable 
electricity sold in the state to 80% by 2030, and 100% by 2050. Sponsored by Senate Majority 
Leader Eloise Vitelli (D-Sagadahoc), the bill received an 11-1 vote by the Energy, Utilities and 
Technology Committee, a unanimous vote in the Senate (34-0) and a vote of 93-48 in the House. 
It was enacted late Tuesday night and is headed to Gov. Mills. 
 

● EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS: LD 1679, An Act to Establish the Maine Climate Change Council To 
Assist Maine To Mitigate, Prepare for and Adapt to Climate Change requires an 80% reduction of 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and creates a Climate Council (with subject area working 
groups) to determine how to achieve the goal. The Governor’s Climate Bill, presented by 
Senator David Woodsome (R-York), received unanimous support in the Environment and 
Natural Resources Committee and the Senate and a vote of 107-29 in the House. It was enacted 
late Tuesday night and is headed to Gov. Mills. 
 

● SOLAR POWER: LD 1711, An Act To Promote Solar Energy Projects and Distributed Generation 
Resources in Maine, will dramatically expand solar power investment and access to solar power 
for low and moderate income families. It will help businesses, towns, and people in every corner 
of the state lower energy costs by increasing access to solar power and creating good-quality, 
new jobs.  
 
LD 1711 was sponsored by Senate Minority Leader Dana Dow (R-Waldoboro) and received a 10-
2 vote by the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee, a 32-2 vote in the Senate, and a 93-52 
vote in the House. It was then enacted without debate and will be signed into law by Gov. Mills. 
Similar proposals to create comprehensive solar policy were vetoed by former Gov. Paul LePage 
in each of his last three years in office. 
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