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MCV Statement on Biden’s Climate Executive Orders 

Statement of Kathleen Meil, Director of Policy and Partnerships, Maine 
Conservation Voters 

AUGUSTA, ME – Today, President Joe Biden took ambitious action to address the 
climate crisis, using his executive authority to restore science based policy-making; 
preserve public lands and oceans; center environmental justice and equitable economic 
opportunity; and coordinate climate efforts at all levels of the administration. These 
actions will help achieve the goals of a carbon pollution-free power sector by 2035 and 
economy by 2050. 

These groundbreaking executive orders and presidential memorandums demonstrate 
that the Biden-Harris Administration is wasting no time getting the U.S. back on track to 
tackle the climate crisis. These actions build on the ambitious steps President Biden 
took on his first day in office, including rejoining the Paris Climate Agreement and 
reversing policies of the previous administration that made the climate crisis worse, 
ignored environmental justice, dismissed science, and threatened our health and 
environment. You can find the new executive orders here. 

“States like Maine have put bold climate action, clean energy, and environmental justice 
at the heart of our policy agendas -- and we once again have a partner at the federal 
level. We’re thrilled by the Biden-Harris administration’s all-hands-on-deck approach 
and excited to work together to hit our climate targets, lead on the goal of protecting 
30% of our land and water by 2030, and ensure that our most vulnerable communities, 
especially those impacted by COVID-19 and the climate crisis, have a voice in planning 
and building an equitable and livable future.” 

Specifically, Maine Conservation Voters applauds the newly formed National Climate 
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Task Force, meaningful commitment to environmental justice, clear shift away from 
fossil fuels, and the goal to conserve 30% of U.S. lands and waters by 2030. 

● National Climate Task Force 
“The climate crisis threatens every aspect of our society, security, and economy. 
Like the Maine Climate Council, which brings together representatives from 
across Maine and all departments of state government, the Task Force 
assembles leaders from across 21 federal agencies and departments to 
coordinate bold, equitable climate action.”  
 

● Commitment to environmental justice 
“Today’s Executive Orders signal that the Biden administration is committed not 
only to climate action, but to climate justice. Every federal agency now has a 
clear mandate to address current and historical environmental injustices and the 
disproportionate impacts of the climate crisis and toxic pollution on communities 
that are often also grappling with systemic economic and racial injustice. 
Development of a new Climate and Environmental Justice Screening Tool will 
identify disadvantaged communities and inform equitable decision making, with 
the goal of delivering 40% of the overall benefits of relevant federal investments 
to communities that need them most.” 

 

● Shift away from fossil fuels 
“The Biden administration has paused new oil and gas leasing on public lands - 
including for offshore drilling. This signals a serious commitment to make the 
urgently needed shift away from fossil fuels. This action will also help protect 
these treasured places for generations to come, and put the health of the local 
communities and tribes surrounding them first. The order also directs federal 
agencies to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies as allowed by law and to instead invest 
in clean energy - including a goal to double renewable energy production by 
offshore wind by 2030.” 
 

● Conserving 30% of land and waters by 2030 
“President Biden’s bold vision for safeguarding America’s lands, water, and 
wildlife is similar to Maine’s “30x30” commitment, articulated in the state’s 
Climate Action Plan, and supports locally-led conservation efforts nationwide. 
The Biden Administration’s actions also leverage the power of the ocean in the 
fight against climate change. This strategy resonates deeply with Maine people, 
who know that a healthy ocean is good for our economy, our communities, and 
ourselves.”  

 

### 
 

Maine Conservation Voters (MCV) cultivates and uses political power to conserve and protect Maine's environment. 
MCV helps pass laws that protect our environmental legacy, elects pro-environment candidates to office, and holds 

our elected officials accountable, without regard to political party. 

https://climatecouncil.maine.gov/future/sites/maine.gov.future/files/inline-files/MaineWontWait_December2020.pdf

